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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Herbert R. Schulze (Reg No 30,682) on 6/24/2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In line 17 of claim 15, insert the word -further- in between the word "method" and the word 
"comprising:". 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 1 and 2, filed 4/1 1/2005, with respect to the objection 
to the specification have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objection to the 
specification has been withdrawn. 

3. Applicant's arguments, see pages 10 and 1 1 , in combination with the amendment to the 
claims filed 4/1 1/2005, with respect to the rejections of claims 1-4 and 15 under 35 U.S.C. 102a 
and of claims 1-13 and 15-20 under 35 U.S.C. 103 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The rejection of claims 1-4 and 15 under 35 U.S.C. 102a and of claims 1-13 and 15- 
20 has been withdrawn. As amended, the claims include features that the prior art does not 
disclose nor render obvious. Neither the Si et al nor the Ma et al reference disclose or render 
obvious a TIR surface. 
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Drawings 

4. The drawings were received on 4/1 1/2005. These drawings are accepted by the 
examiner. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-7, 9-13, and 15-22 are allowed. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

7. Claims 1-7, 9-13, and 15-22 are allowable over the prior art of record because the latter, 
either alone or in combination, does not disclose nor render obvious a monolithic optical 
coupling module comprising a first surface portion and a second surface portion wherein the first 
and second surface portions define a gap in the module, a TIR turn interface portion that turns a 
light beam towards the gap, a third surface portion and a fourth surface portion through which 
light respectively exits and enters the module, wherein at least one of the first, second, third, 
fourth, or TIR surface portions comprises an integrally-formed light beam attenuator that 
attenuates a light beam propagating therethrough to provide an attenuated light beam in 
combination with the rest of the claimed limitations. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Vancoille et al (US 6,888,988 B2) discloses the claimed invention. However, this 
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patent is commonly owned by the assignee of the application and the inventive entity is the 
same. Furthermore, the reference was not published more than 1 year before the filing date of 
the application. Therefore, it is inadmissible as prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102 or 103. The claims 
of the reference do not read upon the claims of the application and therefore there is not an issue 
of double patenting. Plummer (US 5,028,110) teaches an optical coupling module with many of 
the limitations of claims 1,12, and 15. However, Plummer does not teach an integrally formed 
attenuator formed on one of the surfaces. Furthermore, Plummer does not teach that a first and 
second surface define a gap or that the TIR surface directs a light signal to pass towards the gap. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Derek L. Dupuis whose telephone number is (571) 272-3101. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank G. Font can be reached on (571) 272-241 5. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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